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Argentina & Patagonia 2017

There has been a new right-wing government in Argentina since  
December 2015 that has liberalised the economy. Transportation has 

improved making it easier to reach the mountains as low-cost airlines start 
to operate. Depreciation of  the peso has made the country more attractive 
to climbers from abroad with hard currency. The weather in the Argentine 
Andes has not been stable because of  the El Niño-La Niña phenomenon. 
The north-west, a high desert plateau, had a terrible amount snow and rain. 
As I write this, in the first days of  April, the weather is stable once again. 
Aconcagua remains the principal attraction and one of  the few mountains 
in Argentina that requires a permit. Acclimatisation can be done in nearby  
mountains or in Vallecitos, with huts and mountains that reach almost 
6,000m. The country is still on the ever-diminishing list of  countries where 
real exploration is possible.

Rolo Garibotti writes: Patagonia is as popular as ever, but the season was 
also marked by very unstable weather. This prevented any ground-breaking 
ascents but a good time was had by most and there were virtually no acci-

Base camp for El Muerto at 5,455m. (Lis Sablé)
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dents. It had been some years since the Patagonia season was so accident 
free. If  bad weather is what it takes to accomplish that, then let’s hope 
it continues. We can all agree there has been far too much death in our 
community of  late. On a related topic, there are now to private helicopters 
stationed in El Calafate in the Chaltén massif. Although they won’t be able 
to perform technically difficult rescues, using long lines for example, they 
can retrieve injured climbers from most valley bottoms or glaciers, saving 
precious time and effort.

There is no funding available to pay for rescue flights so climbers should 
make sure they have rescue insurance coverage in excess of  $10,000. Con-
sider joining the British section of  the Austrian Alpine Club to take ad-
vantage of  their comprehensive rescue and repatriation coverage. Note that  
rescue insurance is mandatory in the Torres del Paine national park.  
Although online fund-raising appeals are moving spectacles, not having  
adequate rescue insurance is irresponsible.

The other big news in the Chaltén massif  was the change of  ownership of  
the south side of  the Río Eléctrico valley, around 8,000 acres, which gives 
access to the northern flank of  the massif, via Piedra Negra, one of  the most 
popular advanced camps. The land was purchased with funds provided by 
the Wyss Foundation, from Swiss-American philanthropist Hansjörg Wyss, 
with hopes to donate it to the national park. The NGO Banco de Bosques  
is in charge of  the land for now and unfortunately has decided to keep 
charging the access fee the previous owners had in place. However, during 
the second half  of  the season, the concessionaire, a third party, decided to 
stop charging climbers.

To become part of  the national park, the land first has to be transferred 
from provincial to federal control. The law proposal that was presented to 
the provincial legislature includes several other national park expansions, 
totalling over one million acres. Such a vast land transfer has resulted in 
strong opposition from farming and mining groups. The proposed law was 
brought up twice for a vote, and both times it was blocked and sent back  
to committee. An agreement seems improbable.

Another concern with the land purchased by the Wyss Foundation is that 
Banco de Bosques, with funding from American Richard Butler, has taken 
a rather unexpected turn in the Perito Moreno national park, neighbour-
ing Cerro San Lorenzo. They have installed five new huts in what was an  
otherwise pristine area, which until now received only 800 to 1,200 visitors 
per year. The fear is that Banco de Bosques might intend to install similar 
levels of  infrastructure along the Río Eléctrico valley. In Argentina there 
has been an 80-year debate regarding the management of  wilderness areas, 
between the non-interventionist model copied from North America, and 
the much heavier handed vision of  the outdoors that European immigrants 
brought. The installation of  huts under the guise of  ‘conservation’ sets a 
particularly bad precedent. There is also a proposal to place a hut below 
Cerro Colorado, aka Cerro Apidame, a beautifully pristine climbing desti-
nation outside of  Chile Chico, in the Aysen region.
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Jujuy Province
Marcelo Scanu writes: Chañi (5986m) is the highest peak in Jujuy and also  
sacred, first climbed by the Incas, who sacrificed a little boy at its summit. 
This boy was found in 1905 and his remains deposited in a museum in  
Buenos Aires. During two weeks in November of  2016, an Argentine-Chil-
ean party was active in the area, Argentines Negro Jerez, Nachele Karlen and 
Carlitos Torino and Chileans Nicolás and Nicole Valderrama and Papeliyo. 
They walked the old Inca route to access the military hut and from the refugee 
continued 40 minutes farther to a series of  walls called Grupo Arista, located 
north of  the Chañi massif. The Chileans climbed in the Torrecillas sector and  
made an ascent of  Rocasfoncas (6a, 60m) while the Argentine group made  
the first ascent of  the Aguja Janajman (5151m) via Wash’n’go (6b, 250m).  
To the left of  Aguja Janajman, the Chileans made the first ascent (6a+, 100m) 
of  Aguja Chilena (5050m). The next day Argentines made the first ascent  
of  Aguja Iñaki Coussirat opening San Percutori (6b+, 230m) with an off-
width as the crux of  the climb. They then had to wait out many stormy days 
so the group cleaned and improved the military shelter.

The ascent of  Pico Nordenskiold was done, climbing three needle-like 
features to the summit. The first needle, Aguja Julio Altamirano (5150m) 
had a crux chimney and an overhang they rated 7a. After climbing five 
pitches, they reached a col and continued by climbing Aguja Flor de  
Pupusa (5270m), encountering nice plated rock with 6b cracks for three 
rope-lengths. From the top of  Aguja Flor de Pupusa, they crossed the col to 
Aguja Intihuasi (5430m) and climbed three pitches up and into the clouds. 
From there, they took the easiest route in a storm, avoiding difficult zones 
and climbed with difficulties of  5+ and 6a. Towards the summit, the rock 
quality decreased and it began to snow, causing them to retreat 50m short 
of  the top. The storm became violent so they quickly descended via a scree 
gully between Pico Nordenskiold and Morro Von Rosen. They freed nearly 
all the 1,000m of  the route, which they called Providencia (7a, 11 pitches).

On the 10th day, in unstable weather, they left the shelter and after a two-
hour trek, the Chileans reached the base of  Morro Von Rosen (5450m) and 
the Argentines the base of  the 1,000m wall of  Pico Nordenskiold (5470m).

A view of the south glacier on Vola-
ceán El Muerto. (Lis Sablé)

Negro Jerez belayed by Carlitos Torino 
on the fourth pitch of Providencia, 
graded 7a. (Nachele Karle)
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The Chilean party ascended a variant of  Qhapac Ñan located south east 
of  Von Rosen called Variante Antofaya (6b, 400m). On their 13th day, thanks 
to locals and their pack animals, the group were able to descend. The Chañi 
area still has a lot of  potential for new routes on virgin walls of  good granite.

Catamarca Province
Incahuasi (6638m)is a volcano on the border with Chile. It means ‘Inca 
house’ in Quechua and has the world’s second-highest ruins near the  
summit, an open-air Inca temple. Incahuasi has many routes established 
but Argentine Diego Cavassa opened a new one in the first days of  January 
2018. He acclimatised with his fiancée Cari Weber, ascending Cerro Pastos 
Largos (4125m) on 31 December. They arrived at Incahuasi base camp at 
4,400m on 1 January. Camp one was established at 4,911m and camp two 
at 5,350. The pair ascended a line left of  the archaeological route. Diego 
summited alone, Weber reaching 6,350m.

Volcán El Muerto has its name because of  an ancient legend that says its 
profile resembles a dead man. The official high of  this Argentine-Chilean  
peak near Incahuasi is 6,488m but many climbers think it is a few metres 
above 6,500m. It has a nice big glacier with an 800m slope and there’s 
a record of  this route being climbed in March 2005, courtesy of  Swede 
Janne Corax and Nadine Saulnier, a native of  Québec, as stated by Andean  
authority Guillermo Almaraz. During 2012 there was another ascent, this 
one from Vasques Arkaitz Ibarra, living in Argentina, and Jabi Txikon, 
as part of  an extensive 6,000m traverse. On 19 January it was climbed once 
more. An Argentine team comprising Griselda Moreno, Liz Sablé and  
Lauro Gutiérrez found a route through some crevasses and Lauro ascended 
the last part on rock. Moreno and Gutiérrez summited, Sablé was very short 
of  doing so and stopped near a secondary summit.

During December an Argentine team consisting of  Andrés Fabeiro, Luis 

Carlitos Torino on pitch eight (6b, 50m) of the first ascent of Provi dencia,  
on Aguja Flor de Pupusa, the second of three needles on Pico Nordenskiold. 
(Nachele Karlen)
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Pontoriero and Marcelo Scanu were active in the Chaschuil zone. They 
found an archaeological site, explored the region and found interesting wild-
life including a venomous snake living at 3,350m. They camped at a spring 
known as Guanaco Yacu, from the Quechua meaning guanaco spring, on 
the slopes of  Cerro de los Caranchos (4225), one of  the highest unclimbed 
mountains in the are. On 9 December Fabeiro and Scanu reached the sum-
mit by its north-east ridge while some condors flew a few metres above their 
heads. In Witold Paryski’s 1956 map the peak is known as Guanaco Yaco.

La Rioja Province
During July 2016 an Argentine team comprising Lucas Alzamora, Rober-
to Rivas Jordan and Juan Guerra climbed a new route on the south-east 
face of  Negro Overo (5780m), a mountain first ascended by the Incas. 
The snowy route has an average of  45° with a final section of  55°. During 
September 2017 Lucas teamed up with Argentine Diego Nakamura and 
climbed the highest virgin summit of  the massif, which is unnamed and has 
a height of  5,849m. They summited in a second attempt via its east-south-
east face. They also had a snowy slope that ranged between 45° and 55°.  
The only recorded previous attempt on the mountain was via its east ridge 
and ended 100m short of  the top.

Mendoza Province
Glauco Muratti has been exploring Mendoza for years. He joined another 
Argentine, Lisandro Arelovich, and headed to the remote Quebrada Chor-
rillos, a creek with many obstacles and great rock cliffs that have kept it in 
a virgin state. On 7 February 2018 they left Punta de Vacas (2400m) taking 
the Tupungato river and then the Chorrillos creek ascending the Paso de 
los Guanacos (4200m) with some difficult sections and the Paso Modesto 
(also 4200m), descending to the south branch of  the Chorrillos creek, cer-
tainly unvisited. On the fifth day the pair summited a virgin 5,150m peak 
by its north ridge with tricky terrain, some delicate steps and rotten rock. 
They named it Cerro 34 Leguas because of  the long journey to reach it. 
They took a different route back, from Paso Modesto traversing directly to 
Paso de los Guanacos, ascending Cerro Horqueta (4565m). On Muratti’s  
previous ascent, the first in 2016, he had climbed from the west. Now 
they climbed the south face, up rotten rock of  about III and descending to  
the Valle de las Huellitas (3600m). After a long journey the pair reached 
Quebrada Potrero Escondido, finishing in Punta de Vacas.

Chaltén Massif
Rolo Garibotti writes: The following is a list of  new routes climbed, listed in 
geographical order, from south to north along the west side, and back south 
along the east side. Two lines were climbed on the south-west and west faces 
of  Cerro Solo: French Connection (WI4, M6, A0, 600m) by the British climb-
er James Mony penny and American Austin Siadak, and Los Gringos No 
Comen Llajua (90˚, 5.8, 600m) by Monypenny and Bolivia’s Rodrigo Lobo 



T h e  A l p i n e  J o u r n A l  2 0 1 8312

Villarroel. On Cerro Adela Sur, the Romanians Vlad Capusan and Török 
Zsolt climbed a variation in the middle section of  the East Ridge route (Aikes,  
Monaco, Pellegrini, 1967), up a steep wall involving six pitches with diffi-
culties to M5+ and WI4. On the north face of  Punta Filip, Tad McCrea 
and Jonathan Griffin, both from the US, climbed Espera que te Pegue (5.10+, 
C1, 10 pitches), to join Amigos Perdidos, retreating without continuing to 
the summit. On the north-west face of  Cerro Pollone, Matteo della Bor-
della and Luca Schiera from Italy climbed Maracaibo (5.11+, C1, 250m), 
descending east without continuing to the summit.

Earlier in the year, in early September, Austrian Markus Pucher did the 
first solo winter ascent of  Aguja Guillaumet via the AmyVidailhet cou-
loir. A short five-pitch pillar immediately left of  that route was climbed by 
Aurélien Bessot of  France and Brazilian Marcelo Machado: Pilar del Quin
to Sol (5.10, C2, 190m). The ComesañaFonrouge also on Aguja Guill aumet  
got climbed in 11 hours car-to-car, and American Cristopher Alcocer and 
Canada’s Sam Lambert climbed a five-pitch variation to the south summit: 
Plata o Plomo (5.11+). Unreported last season the Belgian climbers Seán Vil-
lanueva and Siebe Vanhee did the first free ascent of  Disfrute la Vida (Pitel-
ka-VonBirckhahn, 2009) on the west face of  Aguja Guillaumet, now 5.11.

On the east face of  Aguja Mermoz, the French team of Johanna Marcoz,  
Jeremy Stagnetto and Jerome Sullivan climbed a direct start to Jardines 

In its first third, and just four hours from the river mouth, the Quebrada Chorrillos 
valley presents this step of c300m that prevented exploration of the upper part 
of this valley. It was only climbed in 2013. (Glauco Muratti)
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After the step Cerro Tito Magnani (4905m) towers above, first climbed by Muratti 
and Arelovich in January 2016. The mountains here are the product of glacier 
erosion, the rocks being sedimentary. (Glauco Muratti)

Japoneses (Haley, Holsten, Schaefer, 2010), up a striking ice filled corner 
(AI5, 150m). On the east face of  Aguja Val Blois, the German trio of  Lutz 
Zybell, Felix Getzlaff  and Tom Ehrig climbed La Torcida (7a M4, 450m) 
to the junction with the first ascent route from where they retreated in the 
face of  strong winds. The route follows a left-leaning system of  cracks 80m 
left of  Couloir Este. Ehrig, who led all the pitches, desribed the route as a 
high-quality rock climb that offers a more amenable challenge while waiting 
for bigger adventures.

On Cerro Chaltén Americans Colin Haley and Austin Siadak repeated 
the classic French Northwest Ridge route (aka Afanassieff) in 10h 37m, taking 
23h 57m from Piedra Negra to Piedra Negra descending via the Francesa. 
On Aguja Poincenot, Seán Villanueva and Siebe Vanhee freed all the crux 
sections of  the un-repeated Whisky Time (Eggler-Pitelka, 1994), originally 
A4, now 5.11+. The second crux was climbed via a variation, traversing left 
into the off-width crack right from the belay. Unfortunately around pitch 10 
and with only three more 5.9/10a pitches left, high winds forced them to 
retreat. On Aguja Rafael Juárez, Argentines Matías Korten and Agustín 
Mailing climbed five new pitches to join the west ridge (Los Millenials, 5.10).

Very little got done in the Torres del Paine massif. Aleta de Tiburón was 
the most visited feature, with more than 30 parties attempting it this season, 
out of  a total of  45 climbing permits issued for the entire range, and for good 
reason. The French route from 1981 on the south-west face offers 10 pitches 
at 5.8 on good quality rock and in one of  the most stunning settings one can 
possibly phantom.

Climbing out of  the Bader valley and on the east face of  Aguja Descon-
ocida, north summit of  La Máscara, a feature originally called The Thumb, 
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Seán Villanueva and Siebe Vanhee climbed El Matédor (5.11c, 500m), a new 
line just to the left of  Chi Dorme non Piglia Pesci (Amore-Angelini-Polacci- 
Vietina, 2002), with which it shares a couple of  pitches in the upper section. 
A Catalan team made a valiant attempt to repeat the South African route 
(5.12d, 1200m) on the east face of  Torre Central, but were forced to retreat 
one or two pitches shy of  the summit ridge. Later in the season Villanueva 
and Vanhee attempted a one-push ascent of  the same route but encounter-
ing very bad conditions retreated a couple of  pitches above the Boeing ledge.

The German team approaching the 
Fitzroy group and their advance base: 
a snow cave at Paso Superior.  
In the background from the left to 
right, Fitzroy and the Pilar Goretta, 
Aguja Val Blois, Aguja Mermoz and 
Aguja Guillaumet. (Tom Ehrig)

The crux pitch of the new German 
route La Torcida on Aguja Val Blois: 
hard from the start, with strenuous 
moves up the thin finger crack.  
At the back looms the Pilar Goretta  
of Fitzroy. (Tom Ehrig)

The Fitzroy skyline with Aguja Val Blois and the line of La Torcida marked.  
(Tom Ehrig)


